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—The Road to Modern English # 57 % 3t

O

Theme context: man versus self (life and studies)

Genre: expository writing

Duration: one period (40 minutes)

An analysis of the learners

High school students have been exposed to the
language of English for many years; what’s more, they
probably have acquired something about the English
language in their history or history —related class or
aclivities, or even any casual reading, so their previous
knowledge about it can lessen their difficulty in
comprehension. But still more efforts are needed to get
to know the details about how the English we are using
now have come into being, and the differences among
different kinds of English in terms of spelling,
vocabulary and pronunciation. And what should be
taken into consideration is that the students may be left
confused about the first, second and foreign language,
which are linguistic terms but appear in the text that is
going to be dealt with.

Textinterpretation

The reading material is a passage entitled “The
Road to Modern English” from PEP NSEFC Module 1
unit 2—English around the world, whose topic is the
English language, which covers its variations and
development, namely the development of English
history, in which English develops from the old style all
the way through the middle one, and finally to the
modern one. Para.l and Para.5 are about the spread of
English in space, from England to other parts of the
world in a radioactive fashion. Paras.3 and 4 deal with its

chronological development. Para.2 serves to direct

N\ ) spagmmn smsman

4E

students’ attention and interest to the difference
between British and American English, which is
inevitable if a language develops and spreads.

Learning objectives

By the end of the class, students will be able to:

1) paraphrase the title to get the main idea of the
passage;

2) find out the main idea of each paragraph by
skimming;

3) find out some specific information about the
development of English in time order and the spread of
English in space;

4) tell the differences between American English
and British English and the differences among first,
second and foreign language;

5) retell the development of English;

6) discuss Chinese English and voice their opinions.

Anticipated difficulties

1) Distinguish the difference between American
English and British English and the differences among
first, second and foreign language;

2) Retell the development of English.

Learning strategies

1) cooperative learning

2) question—guided learning

Learning procedures

Step 1 Lead in (3 mins)

Greetings. See some pictures of scenery in different
countries and lead in the topic. ( My friend Mary wrote a
letter to ask me the history of the English language.)

Step 2 Interpretation of the title (2 mins)



N

Paraphrase the title and get the main idea of the
passage by digging out the meaning of “Road” and
“Modern English”.

Step 3 Read for the main idea of each paragraph (3
mins)

Number the paragraphs first. Then skim the
passage and find out the main idea for each paragraph,
and then do the match practice.

Para.1 English has changed over time.

Para.2 English was settled.

Para.3 More and more people speak English.

Para.4 English spread in Asia.

Para.5 Native speakerscanunderstand eachother.

Step 4 Read for specific information about the
development of English in time order. (6 mins)

Q1 What happened to the English language in
different historical times?

Read paras.3&4 and fill in the blanks with proper

words according to the text.

English now?

Q4 What’re the differences among first, second

and foreign language? (Some examples are given as an

aid)

Step 6 Read for specific information about the

differences between BrE and AmE. (4 mins)

Q5 In what respects are American English and

British English different?

differences BrE AmE
autumn fall

vocabulary | lift elevator
I think I guess
colour color

spelling centre center
traveller traveler
b dance /da:ns/ | dance /daens/
pronunciation |, o ot/ not /na:t/

3 5%t

Time  |What happened to the English language
ADA450- |The English then was based more on
1150
AD800- |Those who ruled England spoke first
1150 and later
Shakespeare was able to make use of a
1600’ s
1620  [some British settlers moved to
Inthe 18thc|some British people were taken to
By the |The English language was
19th ¢ {Two big changes in happened.

Step 5 Read for specific information about the
spread of English in space (8 mins)

Read para.l and para.5, and then work in pairs to
answer the questions.

Q2 Where is the original place of the English
language?

Q3 Which countries in Asia and Africa speak

Step 7 Write for consolidation (6 mins)

Write a reply to Mary and give a brief introduction
to the development of the English language.

In the beginning, only people in spoke

English. Now it is spoken ,

such as

English used to be very different from what it is
today. At first,
Then,

Later,
And then,
Finally,
In China,

Step 8 Discuss for a further understanding of future

English development (6 mins)

Work in groups to discuss the questions and voice
your opinions.

(6 What 're the differences between Chinglish and
Chinese English?

Q7 Will Chinese English develop its own identity?

Step 9 Assignments (2 mins)

Write a short passage about Chinese English.

IR R 52 SFIRE @1{
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Chinese increasingly heard around the world

With the growing enthusiasm for learning Chinese
around the world in recent years, there has been
increased understanding of Chinese vocabulary and
concepts among foreigners.

According to a report on overseas understanding of
Chinese words issued by the China Foreign Languages
Publishing Administration on Saturday, the first of its
kind, there has been a drastic rise in the popularity of
Chinese words among foreigners in the past few years.

The report indicates that most of the top 100 most
frequently said Chinese words by foreigners belong to
those related to Chinese traditions or culture, such as
chunjie, or Spring Festival, and chongyang, or Double
Ninth Festival (the ninth day of the lunar ninth month).
Shaolin, referring to the Shaolin Temple, which is famous
for promoting Chinese kung fu, was listed as the most
recognized Chinese word.

Chinese political terms, such as mingyun
gongtongti, or community with shared future for
mankind, and yi dai yi lu, or Belt and Road Initiative,
have also become popular among foreigners in recent
years. Words such as zhongguomeng, or Chinese Dream,
and zhongguo daolu, or Chinese road, are also among the
100 Chinese words most frequently used or understood
by foreigners.

The rising popularity of such Chinese words in
other parts of the world is a result of the fruitful major—
country diplomacy initiated by China in recent years and
also a reflection of the increased global influence of
China as a result of its fast —growing economy. It is
natural for other countries to keep an attentive ear to the
voice of an influential and emerging power like China.

Some Chinese economic terms have also become
increasingly familiar to foreign people. Of a variety of
such words, the names of the Chinese currency,

renminbi and yuan are most widely known to foreigners,

along with zhifubao, or Alipay. No wonder that during

\ (10) s pem 50 55 28005 20

this year’s Spring Festival period, tens of thousands of
sellers in Southeast Asian nations accepted Alipay or
Wechat Pay from Chinese customers as alternatives to
traditional ways of payment.

Food is the first necessity of people, as an old
Chinese saying puts it. Chinese food has long been a
favorite of many foreigners. Of the top 100 most
frequently mentioned Chinese words, eight are Chinese
foods, such as jiaozi, or dumplings, tofu, or bean curd,
huoguo, or hot pot, goqi, or Chinese wolfberry, mantou,
or steamed bun, and jianbing, or pancake.

That foreigners say Chinese words is to some extent
a reflection of their mastering of some knowledge of
China. The country’s manufacturing now ranks first in
the world. For ordinary people in many foreign countries,
goods manufactured in China are an indispensable part
of their daily lives, which has helped deepen their
understanding of China.

The acceptance of more and more Chinese words
by foreigners is also a result of the ever —increasing
popularity of Chinese learning in foreign countries. A
Chinese—learning fever has been seen in a large number
of countries across the world. As an institution to
promote Chinese and disseminate Chinese culture, the
Confucius Institute has set up 511 branches and 1,073
classrooms in 140 countries and regions, with 2.1 million
registered students. Chinese companies now employ
large numbers of local employees overseas, many of
whom work hard to learn Chinese for their work needs.

The rising popularity of Chinese words among
foreigners is also a kind of cultural integration although
this is a gradual process. The broader cultural
integration between China and other countries, however,
still hinges on the expansion of Chinese —promoting
China’s buildup and the

advancement of the Belt and Road Initiative.

institutions, economic

(The article was first published in Legal Evening
News.)
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